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Worship WarsWorship WarsWorship WarsWorship Wars

47% of evangelical churches now offer a47% of evangelical churches now offer a47% of evangelical churches now offer a 47% of evangelical churches now offer a 
traditional service and a contemporary service. traditional service and a contemporary service. 

George BarnaGeorge Barna-- George BarnaGeorge Barna

Worship wars exist because Christians ignore theWorship wars exist because Christians ignore theWorship wars exist because Christians ignore the Worship wars exist because Christians ignore the 
Biblical teachings on corporate worship OR make Biblical teachings on corporate worship OR make 
personal preference equal to scriptural mandatepersonal preference equal to scriptural mandatepersonal preference equal to scriptural mandate.personal preference equal to scriptural mandate.



Ending Worship WarsEnding Worship WarsEnding Worship WarsEnding Worship Wars

The remedy is not to get my way but to submitThe remedy is not to get my way but to submitThe remedy is not to get my way but to submit The remedy is not to get my way but to submit 
our personal preferences to clear directives of our personal preferences to clear directives of 
scriptures.  And when our preferences are not scriptures.  And when our preferences are not p pp p
met, met, and the musical worship is within biblical and the musical worship is within biblical 
boundsbounds, we must defer to the preference of , we must defer to the preference of 
others.  I believe it is only then that we will be others.  I believe it is only then that we will be 
able to worship God as HE desires in a way that able to worship God as HE desires in a way that 
is wholly pleasing to Himis wholly pleasing to Himis wholly pleasing to Him. is wholly pleasing to Him. 
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Overview:Overview:Overview:Overview:

•• This is a potentially massive undertakingThis is a potentially massive undertaking
SiSi d 202 tid 202 ti W hiW hi 183 ti183 ti•• SingSing used 202 times; used 202 times; WorshipWorship –– 183 times, 183 times, 
PraisePraise –– 292. (292. (NAU versionNAU version))

Does not cover rejoice play (instruments)Does not cover rejoice play (instruments)•• Does not cover rejoice, play (instruments), Does not cover rejoice, play (instruments), 
extol, exalt, etc.extol, exalt, etc.
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We Will Focus on What the O.T. and N.T. Says We Will Focus on What the O.T. and N.T. Says 
AboutAbout

•• Singing/Praise (Personally and Corporately)Singing/Praise (Personally and Corporately)
•• Actions and Emotions in Corporate WorshipActions and Emotions in Corporate Worship
•• Music as a Vehicle for WorshipMusic as a Vehicle for Worship
•• Musical Instrumentation in Corporate WorshipMusical Instrumentation in Corporate Worshipp pp p

Note: Considering the cultural context of eachNote: Considering the cultural context of each



A Biblical Definition of WorshipA Biblical Definition of WorshipA Biblical Definition of WorshipA Biblical Definition of Worship

Worship is ascribing to God the value orWorship is ascribing to God the value orWorship is ascribing to God the value or Worship is ascribing to God the value or 
worth that is due Him.worth that is due Him.



O T Use of the Word “Worship”O T Use of the Word “Worship”O.T. Use of the Word WorshipO.T. Use of the Word Worship

d d ld d l h h hh h h h hh hO.T. word is predominantly O.T. word is predominantly ShachahShachah, which means , which means 
bow down, reverebow down, revere

M t ft i t f lli d thM t ft i t f lli d th•• Most often pictures a person falling under the Most often pictures a person falling under the 
submission of a person greater than them submission of a person greater than them 
Used 188 times 18 times in the PsalmsUsed 188 times 18 times in the Psalms•• Used 188 times, 18 times in the Psalms Used 188 times, 18 times in the Psalms 



O T Use of the Word “Praise”O T Use of the Word “Praise”O.T. Use of the Word PraiseO.T. Use of the Word Praise

O.T. Word group:O.T. Word group:
•• HalalHalal –– to boast or praiseto boast or praise, , ZamarZamar –– make make 

musical praise with instrumentsmusical praise with instruments, , ShabachShabach ––
laud or valuelaud or value, , TehillahTehillah –– song of praisesong of praise; ; 
YadahYadah to praiseto praiseYadahYadah –– to praiseto praise
•• Praise used 254 times, 205 in the PsalmsPraise used 254 times, 205 in the Psalms

•• The overall idea is exaltation or ascribingThe overall idea is exaltation or ascribing•• The overall idea is exaltation or ascribing The overall idea is exaltation or ascribing 
value to God because of who He is or what value to God because of who He is or what 
He’s done, through voice, instrument andHe’s done, through voice, instrument andHe s done, through voice, instrument and He s done, through voice, instrument and 
expression/emotion.expression/emotion.



God Enables Our WorshipGod Enables Our WorshipGod Enables Our WorshipGod Enables Our Worship

WorshipWorship: The expression of a relationship: The expression of a relationshipWorshipWorship: The expression of a relationship : The expression of a relationship 
in which God the Father reveals Himself in which God the Father reveals Himself 
and His love in Christ and by His Holyand His love in Christ and by His Holyand His love in Christ and by His Holy and His love in Christ and by His Holy 
Spirit administers grace, to which we Spirit administers grace, to which we 
respond in faith gratitude and obediencerespond in faith gratitude and obediencerespond in faith, gratitude and obedience.respond in faith, gratitude and obedience.

-- SchaplerSchapler



Musical WorshipMusical WorshipMusical WorshipMusical Worship

The act of worshipping, glorifying or extolling The act of worshipping, glorifying or extolling 
God with our hearts, through our voices, God with our hearts, through our voices, 
often with musical accompaniment, as an often with musical accompaniment, as an 
assembled expression of the Body of Christ assembled expression of the Body of Christ 
((corporatecorporate). ). 



Does God Care How We Worship Him?Does God Care How We Worship Him?Does God Care How We Worship Him?Does God Care How We Worship Him?
Regulative PrincipleRegulative Principle::

•• Worship of God (corporate emphasis) is Worship of God (corporate emphasis) is 
governed by what is expressly commanded or governed by what is expressly commanded or 
can be drawn from good and necessarycan be drawn from good and necessarycan be drawn from good and necessary can be drawn from good and necessary 
consequences in the Bible.consequences in the Bible.
•• John CalvinJohn Calvin•• John CalvinJohn Calvin

Normative PrincipleNormative Principle::
We are free to do what we please in corporateWe are free to do what we please in corporate•• We are free to do what we please in corporate We are free to do what we please in corporate 
worship as long as the Bible does not forbid it.worship as long as the Bible does not forbid it.
•• Martin LutherMartin Luther•• Martin LutherMartin Luther



Benefits of the Regulative PrincipleBenefits of the Regulative PrincipleBenefits of the Regulative PrincipleBenefits of the Regulative Principle

The key benefit of the Regulative Principle is thatThe key benefit of the Regulative Principle is thatThe key benefit of the Regulative Principle is that The key benefit of the Regulative Principle is that 
it helps assure that God it helps assure that God –– not man not man -- is the is the 
supreme authority for how corporate worship is supreme authority for how corporate worship is p y p pp y p p
to be conducted, by assuring that the Bible, God’s to be conducted, by assuring that the Bible, God’s 
own special revelation (and not our opinion, own special revelation (and not our opinion, 
tastes, like and theories) is the prime factor in our tastes, like and theories) is the prime factor in our 
conduct of and approach to corporate worship.conduct of and approach to corporate worship.

–– Ligon DuncanLigon Duncan
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Examples of Regulated WorshipExamples of Regulated Worship
O.T.O.T.

•• Cain and AbelCain and Abel
•• O.T. Temple and its ServiceO.T. Temple and its Service
•• Nadab and AbihuNadab and Abihu

N.T.N.T.
•• Woman at the Well Woman at the Well –– John 4John 4
•• Jesus Confronting the Pharisaical SystemJesus Confronting the Pharisaical System
•• Paul Paul -- Colossae and Corinth Errors in                      Colossae and Corinth Errors in                      

Corporate WorshipCorporate Worship



The basic acts of worship [corporate] we perform The basic acts of worship [corporate] we perform p [ p ] pp [ p ] p
because they are clearly commanded in Scripture because they are clearly commanded in Scripture 
[[Regulative PrincipleRegulative Principle].  The ways and means of ].  The ways and means of 
d i h d di i ld i h d di i ldoing them we try to order according to scriptural doing them we try to order according to scriptural 
principle.  principle.  

H h Oli h t OldH h Oli h t Old-- Hughes Oliphant OldsHughes Oliphant Olds

h ill b f i hh ill b f i hThere will be, of necessity, some human There will be, of necessity, some human 
discretion exercised in these matters. discretion exercised in these matters. 

Li DLi D–– Ligon Duncan     Ligon Duncan     



Praising God in the PsalmsPraising God in the PsalmsPraising God in the PsalmsPraising God in the Psalms
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